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Jesse Jackson urges Gov. Andrew Cuomo to veto plan to redraw district lines

Reverend says legislation would disenfranchise minorities

By Kenneth Lovett 

Sunday, February 19, 2012, 9:21 PM

ALBANY — The Rev. Jesse Jackson called on Gov. Cuomo Sunday to reject a legislative plan to redraw district boundaries that Jackson said disenfranchises minority communities.

Jackson, in Albany as part of an annual legislative black, Hispanic and Puerto Rican caucus weekend event, demanded that Cuomo “honor his commitment” to veto district lines the governor has called “hyper political.”

“The governor has promised to protect those who have been vulnerable over the years, which is the civil right thing to do,” Jackson said, according to the State Of Politics blog.

Cuomo is under intense pressure from minority leaders, including the Rev. Al Sharpton, to stick to his guns — though many at this weekend’s event expressed fear he is prepared to cut a deal rather than issue a veto.

Cuomo last week laid out three criteria to the Democrat and Chronicle in Rochester that he says lawmakers must follow to avoid a veto.

He wants a redrawing of the district lines, passage of a state law revamping the once-a-decade redistricting process, and a commitment to pass a constitutional amendment to assure an independent process in 10 years.

Insiders say they expect a deal on the boundaries has either already been worked out with the Legislature or is close to being consummated, though officials have denied it.
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